Evidenced-based criteria for differential treatment planning of implant restorations for the partially edentulous patient.
Evidence-based criteria for differential implant planning for the partially edentulous patient have been lacking despite the exponential use of implant reconstructions. Anecdotal reports are often the basis for training of dental students and the continuing education of dentists and specialists. Decision-making metrics for optimal dental treatment are best predicated on a comprehensive assessment of the systemic, local, and patient-mediated factors evaluated through the lens of the best available evidence. The purpose of this article is to delineate the benefits/risks/alternatives calculus for patients considering implant restorations.